HEAVEN AND HELL

Introduction
1) There are two destinies awaiting every soul that has ever lived – Heaven or Hell
2) These two places have some things in common; there are also things that are quite different about them
3) If you were preparing to move somewhere, you would want to know as much about it as you could know (especially if you were moving to stay permanently)

4) Many folks have ideas about these places that are not accurate, while others prefer not to think about them at all (too young, too busy, too uncomfortable, etc.)


a) Some deceived by false destinies – non-existence, purgatory, reincarnation, ghosts (spiritism)
5) It would be wise to take another look at heaven and hell – one will be your home in eternity!
I) CHARACTERISTICS SHARED BY HEAVEN AND HELL

A) Real Places


1) The apostle John saw heaven (Rev. 4:1f)


2) He also saw a lake of fire – second death (Rev. 20:14)

B) Prepared Places



1) Heaven is a prepared place (Matt. 25:34; 2 Tim. 4:18)



2) Hell is a prepared place (Matt. 25:41)


C) Permanent Places



1) Heaven = eternal life (Matt. 25:46; 1 Thess. 4:17b; Rev. 22:5)



2) Hell = everlasting punishment (Matt. 25:46; 2 Thess. 1:9; Rev. 20:10, 15)




* “Eternal” and “everlasting” both from aionios meaning perpetual, forever
II) STARK DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HEAVEN AND HELL
A) Description



1) Heaven – glorious beauty and light (Rev. 21:9-26; 22:1-5)



2) Hell – corruption and darkness (Mk. 9:44; cf. Isa. 66:24; Matt. 25:30a)
B) Mind-Set


1) Heaven – joy, rest, and service (Rev. 21:4; 22:3)



2) Hell – weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matt. 25:30b)

C) Companionship



1) Heaven – those who are pure, godly, and faithful (Rev. 21:27; cf. Psa. 15)



2) Hell – those who are rebellious and unrighteous (Rev. 21:8; 22:15; 1 Cor. 6:9-10)
D) Achievement


1) Heaven – reward, crown, inheritance (2 Jn. 8; 2 Tim. 4:8; 1 Pet. 1:3-4)



2) Hell – torment, punishment, destruction (Rev. 14:10-11; cf. Lk. 16:23-24 - hades)
E) Environment


1) Heaven – always before the face of God (Rev. 22:4; 1 Jn. 3:2)



2) Hell – forever separated from the presence of a just God (2 Thess. 1:9)
Conclusion

Once you have entered one of these eternal destinies, there is no moving back to your previous life or to the “other side.” Be assured, those in Heaven will not want to leave, and those in Hell will not want to stay, but we will justly deserve one or the other, based on whether we have heeded the word of the Lord (2 Cor. 5:10; Jn. 5:29). Where will you be living in eternity?
